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Annual General Meeting
On Monday May 27" 2013 at 8.30pm in
Glenealy Village Hall

Ballynagran Energy Plus* (the voluntary community organisation) is holding its AGM in Glenealy
Hall next Monday. Under the rules the current committee will step down and a new committee

will be elected. All are welcome and it is your opportunity to hear what is going on and to have
your say. If you are willing to stand for election to the committee please indicate this.

Outline Agenda

Report of activities for the year

Update on issues with the Ballynagran landfill and the Ballynagran Community Fund
(the landfill fund)

Voting in the new committee

Any other business

Collect your Electricity Monitor and Start
Saving

Ballynagran Energy Plus* has 150 electricity monitors to distribute. We will be distributing these
at the following two locations. Please come along and collect yours.

> At the Market at the Beehive Pub next Saturday morning (May 25) between 1000 and 1200.

> At the Ballynagran Energy Plus* AGM (see details above).
Setup advice and guidance will also be given.

If the above times do not suit please contact hlaird@eircom.net to arrange to collect yours at
another time.

These monitors will assist you to manage your electricity usage. Experience shows that use of these
monitors typically results in a 11% to 20% reduction in electricity usage.

Please note that if we have more names than monitors we will use a first come first served basis
with priority given to the houses in the small grant scheme area. We are requesting a small

ZECO.S

Zeve €O, Emission Cortification System

Ballynagran Energy Plus+ Community i i
Block6, Broomhall Business Park, Rathnew
www.ballynagran.com, Tel 0404 25777




&

Newsletter May 2013

ey PIus+

contribution of €5 for each monitor to cover a shortfall in grant funding.

Two types of monitors are being provided:

1. Efergy Engage Elite Hub Kit for those households
with an internet connection (with a router installed)

2. Efergy Elite Classic Monitor for those without an
internet connection.

This initiative seeks to reduce electricity usage and reduce household electricity bills within the
community. Additional information on the monitors can be found at:
http://www.efergy.eu/index.php/eu/products-1/energy-gateways.html

Transport sub-committee Projects update

Heritage Route

A submission is currently awaiting sign-off on approved funding from Wicklow County Council. The
heritage Route, which has the support of Wicklow Tourism and the Heritage Officer in Wicklow
County Council, is a route designed to help and encourage tourists and locals alike visit places of
historical interest in the Ballynagran Energy+ area.

A Walk through History

A submission for a walking trail to be called ‘A Walk through History’ is to be submitted shortly to
Wicklow County Council for sign-off on approved funding. Starting from the car park at Deputy’s
Pass and going up through the National Parks part of the forest the walkway will then veer to the
North East on to the original old coach road and come out at Ballymanus Lane. This area is steeped
in history hence the title of the walk.
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International delegates visit Ballynagran
Energy Plust Community

As part of our Interreg/ Zecos research project www.zecos.eu - a delegation of 25 participants
from the UK, Germany, Belgium and the University of Limerick visited the Ballynagran Energy
Plus* Community on the 25-26 April. The ZECOS project is an European Research project part-
financed by INTERREG to develop a Carbon Reduction Certification System for Communities.

_—

Zecos Research group at a site visit to Glenealy School

Participating in the group was also the mayor of Morbach, a German municipality strongly engaged
in renewable energy projects. A reception was held in the Out of the Blue residence in
Ballykepogue on the first evening where members of Ballynagran Energy Plust Committee had the
opportunity to met with the delegates. On the next morning a 3 hour mini bus tour visited key
retrofit projects in the community such as Glenealy Hall, Glenealy national school, O’Hanlon herbs
and also private residences. The gas turbine producing electricity within the landfill site was also
inspected. The tour concluded with lunch and meetings in Tinakilly hotel.

As part of the ZECOS meeting in Ballynagran Rachel Hill, a resource efficiency officer from
Northamptonshire County Council, spent two days in Glenealy School to work with both staff and
local school children on sustainability issues. Thank you to anyone helping to make this visit a
great success.
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Latest news on the Ballynagran Landfill
Facility

Receivership

As you may be aware, Greenstar Holdings went into receivership in August 2012. The Bank of
Ireland appointed David Carson as Receiver over Greenstar Holdings (those parts of the Greenstar
Group not actively involved in landfill operations). The Ballynagran landfill is now being operated
by Greenstar South East Limited. It should be noted that Greenstar South East is not the licensed
operator of the Landfill - the licence is issued to Greenstar Holdings Ltd.

The EPA has issued proceedings in the High Court against Greenstar Holdings Ltd as Licensee of the
landfill, Greenstar Ltd, Greenstar North East Ltd, Greenstar South East Ltd, Greenstar Connaught
Ltd, KTK Landfill Ltd, Bank of Ireland and David Carson as receiver. This action seeks to recover
monies which Greenstar was required to keep for purposes of closure, remediation, restoration and
aftercare, and which, in breach of that requirement, it dissipated. Approximately €12 million of
those monies is now in the hands of Bank of Ireland, and the Agency is seeking to recover it. The
Agency is also seeking payment from Bank of Ireland of €6 million on foot of guarantees which it
provided to ensure payment of Greenstar's liabilities.

A number of residents have requested the EPA to close the Ballynagran Landfill facility on the basis
that it is being operated by an unlicensed operator. The response from the EPA is that "The Agency
bas not yet taken steps to close Greenstar Ballynagran facility but this option remains open. For the
present, the Agency believes that the company hold the monies necessary to cover so much of their
liability as may have arisen since the Bank appointed Mr Carson as receiver, and that any monies
recovered by the Receiver may be reclaimed for remediation purposes. It also believes that, if the
monies required can be recovered and secured, the landfills may be allowed to continue in
operation."

Community Fund

A point to note is that in additional to the monies for closure, remediation, restoration and
aftercare, over €500,000 of the landfill community funds appears to have been misappropriated by
Greenstar, The Receiver, or Bank of Ireland. This is money which should have been set aside for
community compensation for the landfill. This is money which should have been available for
Community Grants and Small Grant Schemes. Clearly, this is not good news. This matter will be
discussed further at the AGM.
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Smells from the Landfill

Everyone living in the area will be aware of the issues with smells from the landfill. This is a
persistent problem and has become worse since the landfill was reopened in January. A number of
residents have raised this issue with the EPA and the landfill operator. Please do not become
complacent about this ongoing problem. Keep arecord of issues you experience with the landfill
and report them using the following contact information.

Phone numbers for complaints:
Robert Kirwan — Deputy Facility Manager - 0404 25440
Thomas Fingleton — Landfill Manager - 0404 25440
EPA — 053 916 0600 locall — 1890 33 55 99

Addresses for Letters:
Greenstar South East Limited
Ballynagran Landfill Facility
Ballynagran PO Box 3000
Wicklow Town Johnstown Castle Estate Co. Wexford

EPA
Office of Environmental Enforcement

Johnstown Castle Estate
Co. Wexford

Proposed Future Small Grant Scheme

The Liaison Committee is considering a Small Grant Scheme later in 2013 - it is still early in the
planning for this. You should start thinking about improvements you would like to make to your
property under this scheme if it goes ahead. This will be discussed at the AGM.
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